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2 BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


PLAINFIELD, N. J., September ist, 1898. 


To the Citizens and Taxpayers : 

Another year in the history of our public schools has 
closed, and in the following pages you will find the financial 
statement, covering the receipts and expenditures of the Board, 
and a general review of the work of the schools from the stand- 
point of our Superintendent. 

The appointment of Medical Inspectors by the Board 
has met with the hearty approval of the State authori- 
ties, and the step taken has been productive of most favor- 
able results and far in excess of our expectations. With the 
system of inspection we now have, we feel that the children of 
our city are most thoroughly protected against contagion in the 
school-room, where it has heretofore been most feared. 

Following out the fixed plan of the Board for the improve- 
ment of the sanitary condition of our buildings, we now have 
all of them (except the Irving) connected with the city sewer 
system and supplied with sanitary water-closets. As soon as 
the sewer system is extended to the Irving School, that build- 
ing will be supplied with similar improvements. All of the 
buildings, except the Irving, have been supplied with Hygeia 
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tier building, we have been enabled to keep pace with the in- 
crease of membership, but the fact is apparent that in the near 
future we must provide further accommodations of a more per- 
nianent nature. 


Respectfully submitted, on behalf of the Board, 


FRED C. LounsBury, Secretary. 


4 BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


BOARD OF -—EDUCAT ION: 


1808. 


OFFICERS. 
JouN.-B: “PROBASCO, GMD ie eee athe ee eee ae President. 
FRED «AG: SOUNSEBUR Vi ou ie er ete Secretary. 
FRANK Bo CGEARR Gtr aes Shee Ua Oe eee ec Clerk. 
MEMBERS. 
| Term Expires. 
DR OLIN Tas} BNIGINS tpaeraee 212 HastvPronte ot. 1898. 
JOHN <B,) PROBASCO, op Dinse21 75) Haste rontoot aye 1899 
CHARLES TH a BROT aa petri: 966 Central Ave. ...... 1900 
ERED Ge LOUNS BUR Yeon oor 129 Plainfield Ave...7,% IgOI. 
LRANDER UN Se LOVE Dita 212 Crescent Ave...... IgO2. 


HENRY M. MAXSON, 


Supervising Principal and Superintendent of Schools, 


OFFICK HOURS: 


8:30 @. m.,—g a, m, on School Days. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


Standing Committees, 1808. 


Teachers and Text Books: 
Neher ROBASCO:; O. Ll. JENKINS, C. F. Aspnort. 


Books, Stationery and Supplies : 


Wiel ABBOT, F. C. LOuUNSBURY, J. B. PROBASCO. 
, Buildings and Repatrs: 
F. C. LOUNSBURY, J ebeeEROBASCO, LN AcLLOVELL: 
Finance 
oe Ne LOVEE. O. L. JENKINS, F. C. LOUNSBURY. 
Fuel: 
O. L. JENKINS, LeeNeSMOVELI: C. F. ABBOTT: 


HUBCLIONCORMRUSTEHS * 


One each year for term of five years. Election held on 
the day of regular municipal election in December, at usual 
polling places. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 


At the regular monthly meeting in January of each year. 


TUITION FEE FOR NON-RESIDENTS. 


Pupils residing outside of the city limits are admitted to 
the Public Schools, as far as the accommodations will permit, 
upon payment of the following tuition fees : 


High School, per quarter (ten weeks)... $12.00. 
Grammar School, ¢ x ore ony COC). 


Primary School, s a Teh, OOF 
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BOARD MEETINGS. 


Stated meetings of the Board, First Monday of each month at 
Fad 5 EPs Rooms, High School Building. 
Bill Nights, First Monday of each month. 


SUPERINTENDENT. 


Office of Superintendent, High School Building, West Fifth 
Street and Arlington Avenue. 


Office Hours :—8:30 to 9:00 A. M. on School Days. 


SCHOOL SESSIONS. 


High Schoo] see tans eee From 8:20 A. M. to 1:00 P. M. 
Grammar: Dep’t. ...:...9:004A. M. tO 12.M.;\1:20 (0/2:20) aaa 
Primary, Wepre: 9:00 tO 11:45 A. M.*\ 1530 (0/3: 159P ame 


Grammar and Primary Departments. 


On one-session days......Hours from 9:00 A. M. to 1:00 P. M. 


SCHOOL CALENDAR, 1898-99. 


FALL TERM— 

Begins September 6, 1898 , closes December 2}, 1898. 
WINTER TERM— 

Begins January 3, 1899, closes March 24, 1899. 
SPRING TERM— 

Begins April 3, 1899, closes June 22, 1899. 


FALL TERM— 
Begins September 12, 1899, closes December 22, 1899. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR’ ENDING 
AUGUST 31, 1808. 


REGELP LS: 


September 1, 1897: 
Balance from August 31, 1897: 


MEPL AE ACCOUT EME ad ska Maceks ia eeepc oe ats ee $4,027.96 

PT Ty PA CCOUN Geeee wor eit dienes. cir 9.56 
$4,037.52 

District tax received from the Collector of the City : 

BREECALS I OLLY.CAL 1G 7.Qecrrre et tomes ferent £17.20 

Arrears including and prior to 1881...... 418.56 

Mears Ole yeali- LOO cee tetris ene a ais Lice 17.55 

paragon ths Se jae P SD Stl Alva snc oc Rae Werk 

rs EOS OM n Some ee oc, Leal 

4 LSS aei herent ee eeeey rete: 1.14 

ec ¢ Too Ceeenp abies tan cety riety: eee 

: ne Pavel ese CE ST emer s Bier: 

, f POO Meecha ferris ey pene 3.64 

s A Fs CMe apt el ere pe sian techs of 4.13 

a * TiO) Mer POL nea ecient 26.53 

x Zz ENO Vege, Se iy ce RE SE 151.66 

& a Lies eames, Ua Line J Ls Ces depp 168.28 

‘= * OTE IGE APH CA eRe AI2.19 

= % BROOD eerie per eee oon 3,489.72 

$4,719.96 

MOTE Sw glasd PeeguCSisich W eke fy 1 dere aR so ere ae 38,940.96 


$43,660.92 
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Interest-on arrears of taxes< eas eee 803.96 
$44,464.88 
State tax received through the City Treasurer : 
State appropriation 1807-400. sesamin meen $1,504.89 
State tax,.9O per: Celts, 1 807 -(OS te ien ear 17,497.50 
State tax, *1o: per cent," nS0 77.63 saan ree 1,603.35 
$20,605.80 
Tuition (non-residents) "4c 4-0 eee 1,807.60 
Eibrary account, 1m view ait ka ee nee 50.00 
From tines; sale: books “etc. cui ewe 12Ane 
| Bray: a Yeeros Ls RRR parse eho e Ee 14,438.66 


$85,528.65 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
Salaries : | 

Teachersivk 2 eres ieee Snr ere ee 42,256.87 
Clerk ie are ee ean ce eee 649.96 
Janitors ee). Ueber ta cles aes Gee ane ere ne 4,908.00 

$47,814.83 
Fuel’ . asc, Sv SGU ig ee ares ae ea 2,548.17 
Gas atid electricHignt. i923. nee ene 168.18 

Runningaschooliexpeiices sn) ne cmr as $50,531.18 

Stationery Supplies nattue ein carrer ene $220.51 
Printing. \ ave) aie ag Nite mrss ae eee eae a PADIS 
Insurance iis ee wee sea eee ne 570.80 
Census: enumeration aspen antenna 174-10 


Inhabitants of the City of Plainfield, per- 
centage proportion for the assessing and 
collecting of school taxes.............- FLACaO 
Furnitures srt Cai iar, atom ornare ieee 1,015.16 
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BICIGENLAlS..5 arses 
General supplies. ... 
1a ey bins Bi epee area 


OG) oi Sy ate), 0 (0 boa ie ea © Ye ei ele 


Ss KORES Oh Gh) OS Pee) Eel re) Site sb se. ese We. 6: 


Rentallof outside school:rooms.:...2..... 


Building account. ... 


Betterment account 


iorary. account, .’...0 
Discount interest.... 


mhext book and school supplies: <. o........ 


September 1, 1898: 


oe ee 


oe See fe eee te eS er ws fee. © 


wee (Sb cb) @. Pea ene W161 60) Olle) OP een way ie 


Cah ee eee ee eu e ee) le 
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Cash balance in First National Bank..... 
Cash balance in City National Bank...... 


Due from Lincoln School building account, 2,782.50 


September 1, 1898: 


Balance from August 31, 1898: 


General account.... 
Dabraryiaccount:,.:. \,. 


eee te 6 (Ue © oelel es « bbe) e 6.) 'e) 6% 16 


le Lee 6000) 6 ete 6.6 Ue eile eh eee 


$2,412.54 
ODES 7 
3,579.48 
620.00 

$10,189.45 

4,295.93 

Oa Tate 

57.18 

467.81 
$4,030.00 
4,000.00 

8,030.00 

3,581-95 

$81,784.62 
$108.54 
852.99 
HOS1-53 

3,744.03 


$35,528.65 


$3,741.65 
2EAO 


$3,744.03 
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LINCOLN SCHOOL BUILDING ACCOUNT. 


RECEIPTS. 
September 1, 1897: 
Balance from Aucustis1, 1807.0 orem eta saeco 
Loan from the-general-accounti-..3. 22 chee 282.50 
fiewede: 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Black boards se tego: ene ee eee $200.20 
Final payment, heating and ventilating... 446.00 
Architect’ S:fecse00 acai ue he ee eee ig Pa ey: 


$757-70 


Respectfully submitted, 
J Bi {PROBASCO; freszaern 
FRED C. LOUNSBURY, Secretary. 
L. N. LOvELL, 
Ey 


C Anon ; Auditing Committee. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT. 


Gentlemen of the School Board: 
The general statistics of our schools for the past year are 
as follows : 


Number of pupils between five and eighteen years of 
age, as shown by the Census of May, 1898... .3479 


HENEOUINEH beer eke as fhe TSO7-OGretae hiner 2499 
Average Membership, “ .1949 
Average Attendance, Weeds eared ches Ae as 1745 
Number of Teachers, SESE NEM Bay CON Fe 64 
Number of Classes, PoE S12 ARO 55 
Number of Buildings, PAR A) UR lates SDE Rae OE 8 


Our buildings are all in good repair and in excellent 


hygienic condition. 


ATTENDANCE. 


The Census shows an increase of 183 in the school popula- 
tion of the city. The enrollment has increased 145, and the 
average membership, 163. This shows a good general con- 
dition in the matter of attendance. 

There are a number of children, however, that cannot be 
kept in school by the ordinary means available, and there are 
some whose presence is of questionable value to themselves and 
of unquestionable harm to some of the pupils, because they 
have never been taught at home the necessity of obedience. 
In two or three such cases, where they have wilfully persisted 
in conduct which was injurious to the school, I have recom- 
mended the parents to withdraw the child from school. While 
such action is necessary for the good of the school, it is un- 
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fortunate that the State has made no provision that makes it 
possible for School Boards to put children that will not obey in 
school, into some institution where they can be compelled to 
obey. In nearly all such cases the parent is obliged to make the 
shameful confession that he cannot govern his own child; but 
at the same time he prefers having him idle on the streets, 
rather than have him put in the Reform School where he will 
be taught obedience and have opportunity to learn a trade. 
In very many cases the result is that the child idles about the 
street until he commits some petty crime. It would be much 
easier to handle such children if the State would establish a. 
parental school, distinct from the Reform School, to which 
truants and incorrigible children could be sent without the 
stigma of disgrace that is associated with the name of the Re- 
form School. 


ACCOMMODATIONS. 


In addition to the four classes started in the new Lincoln 
School in the spring of 1897, it was found necessary to start 
another class in the fall. This relieved the Bryant School of 
overcrowding, but still leaves that building with every room 
occupied. As the attendance increases in that section, it will 
be possible to relieve it to some extent by starting new classes 
in the three rooms still unoccupied in the Lincoln School. At 
the present rate of increase this can be for only two or three 
years. It will then be necessary to again remove the grammar 
grades from the Bryant, or to consider the erection of a new 
building for the section near Putnam avenue. 

The year’s occupancy of the Lincoln School proves it to 
have been well planned. The use of single desks, adjustable 
to the size of the pupil, makes the double stationary desks used 
in the other schools seem antiquated. I believe it would be a 
wise policy, as far as is practicable, to put one or two rows of 
adjustable desks in each class room in the older buildings, so 
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that children of exceptional size in those rooms may be 
given seats adjusted to their needs. 

The church property at the corner of Fifth street and 
Madison ave., refitted for school use, has given us a very valu- 
able addition to our accommodations. The four class rooms it 
made are equal in ventilation, lighting and size to any rooms 
we have, except those in the Lincoln School, while the hall on 
the second floor has been a great convenience for the Basket 
Ball and the Cadet Corps. Collecting the higher grammar 
schools in this building has made it possible to secure improved 
conditions for managing them, and these classes have improved 
much, both in discipline and in work. If four more class 
rooms should be made on the second floor another summer, it 
would make it possible to bring the other grammar grades 
there, and thus concentrate the grammar-grade work in one 
building, which would unify and improve the work of these 
grades still more. | 

The new toilets for the Franklin, Stillman and Washing- 
ton Schools are valuable additions. They have not only im- 
proved the hygienic conditions of school life, but have made 
the discipline better and easier. It is to be hoped that in time 
the Irving School may have the same improved conditions. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


The work of the High School has been carried on during 
the year with the usual effectiveness. Character building is 
held up as a specially important aim in the management of this 
school. ‘The discipline, the instruction, as far as is practicable, 
and the whole conduct of the school, is based on this principle. 

While there are individuals whom no method of treatment 
seems to reach, there are others in whom the improvement is 
marked, and the tone of the school as a whole is rising percep- 
tibly from year to year. 

The work of the school is education in the broad sense, not 
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cramming for college, but its effectiveness as a college prepara- 
tory receives high commendation from the colleges to which 
our graduates go. For the second time within four years the 
school has sent a graduate to college who took the prize for the 
best entrance examination. Our graduates are doing good 
work in Williams, Princeton, Lehigh, Rutgers, Wellesley, 
Smith, Vassar, Oberlin, Radcliffe, and other colleges, and in 
the Normal Schools. 


A notable improvement in the course was made this year 
by the planning of a commercial line of study and the addition 
of a special teacher for the Commercial Department. This 
course was planned on the theory that the commercial branches, 
Phonography, Typewriting and Bookkeeping, should be made 
prominent and should receive full and thorough treatment ; but 
that a good business man, or even a good stenographer simply, 
should know much more than merely these three studies. A 
course was therefore laid out that requires four years’ hard 
study, the same as the other High School courses, giving an 
opportunity to pursue Science, Modern Languages, History 
and Mathematics in addition to the common commercial 
studies. While the full course requires four years, and the 
pupils are urged to remain that time, it is so arranged that 
two years gives the pupil a good working acquaintance with 
phonography, typewriting, and bookkeeping. The course has 
been popular, and has interested pupils that had found but little 
of interest in the other courses. 


Science study was also much improved by the added facil- 
ities given by the room fitted up a year ago, and by the new 
outfit of instruments and material. I consider this department 
one of the most valuable, and its inadequate equipment is a 
constant source of dissatisfaction to me, as I visit high schools 
in the cities of our own State and of other States, and see their 
conveniences for teaching the sciences, and compare them with 
the best we can furnish our pupils under the present conditions. 
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The addition of German proved acceptable to a good num- 
ber of pupils.. A class was formed at the beginning of the 
year and good progress has been made in the study. Wecan 
now fully meet the requirement for admission to any college in 
the country in some one of our courses. 

In purely intellectual work, the High School offers a broad 
field and grand opportunities to our young people. There is 
one field of training, however, that is still alinost entirely neg- 
lected, that of hand-training. The introduction of comimercial 
work has aroused pupils that the old studies failed to reach. 
I believe there are many more that would be reached in like 
manner by a line of training in manual work, such as is fol- 
lowed by many schools in the State. I realize the deficiency, 
and can but record it from year to year, hoping that new 
accommodations or the generosity of some friend of education 
may make it possibleat an early date to offer that advantage 
also to our pupils. 

In my management of the High School, my aim is to make 
the course exceedingly flexible, to furnish a strong and 
thorough preparation to the pupil that wishes to go to college, 
and at the same time to make it possible to change and adapt 
the work to the varying tastes and capacities of the individual 
pupils for whem the High School is the last stage in school ed- 
ucation. The list of elective studies is now very long, so that 
almost any pupil can be suited. While the course usually re- 
quires four years for its completion, it is possible for a strong, 
bright pupil to do it in three years. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 

One of the weak spots in the higher grammar grades has 
been a lack of close supervision and fitting together of the work 
of the various classes, due to the conditions under which they 
have worked. ‘The new rooms in the Whittier building made 
it possible for four of these classes to be collected in that build- 
ing. ‘This plan has resulted in marked improvement, and when 
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the upper floor is fitted up, still further benefit may be obtained 
by collecting there more of these grades. 

Graduation from the grammar grades marks the comple- 
tion of a long course of preparatory work , and it seems to me 
that this should be recognized by something more than the 
promotion card that records the advance from grade to grade. 
I would recommend the preparation of a diploma, which shall 
be given to all pupils that finish this course satisfactorily, the 
event to be signalized by some simple form of graduation exer- 
cises on the afternoon of one of the closing days of the year. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE COURSE OF STUDY. 


It is ever my thought to adapt the Course of Study to the 
needs and capacities of the child, and to improve and strength- 
enit in accordance with the best thought of the day. 

One of the most prominent topics now under discussion 1s, 
bringing the High School subjects and interests down into the 
Grammar School, partly for their greater educative value and 
the added interest and variety they will give to school work, 
and partly because this plan will lessen the gap between the 
High School and the Grammar, and will make the pupils more 
successful when they pass into the High School. 

With this in view, I have already condensed the Arithme- 
tic, so as to introduce Inventional Geometry. Another year it 
will probably be possible to add the elements of Algebra. 

A very valuable improvement could be made by giving 
those pupils in the eighth and ninth grades, who wish it, the 
opportunity to begin the study of Latin. Such a change will in- 
crease the pupils’ interest in school. . For years they have been 
studying Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. Latin will give 
them a new subject, requiring new methods of studying, new 
methods of thought, and will give relief from the subjects that 
have become uninteresting from long familiarity. It will also 
cultivate in the pupils more studious habits. Latin requires 
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close study, concentrated attention ; each step must be mastered 
and retained. It will therefore, produce more studious pupils. 
It will improve the English, by increasing the pupil’s vocabu- 
lary, giving a better understanding of English words, anda 
better insight into the structure of English, and training the 
pupil to the use of clear-cut, definite sentences. It will also 
lessen the failures inthe High School. By beginning the sub- 
jects thus early, the advance may be made more slowly, and 
time will be afforded to make the subject clear to each pupil. 
The class will, therefore, come into the High School better 
prepared, and with better habits of study. 

Where it has been tried, the plan has been found to pro- 
duce stronger pupils in every way and those that have studied 
Latin have found English Grammar much easier. 


FATIGUE. 


Within the last few years there has been much careful, 
scientific study of fatigue in children, some of the results of 
which are of interest to parents as well as to teachers. 

It has been found that fatigue has an effect on the nervous 
system much like that of a drug. Now the effect of a drug 
varies according to the person on whom it is used. Anamount 
of chloroform that is just sufficient to produce the desired effect 
on some persons is enough to killothers. ‘The effect of fatigue 
varies it. the same way, and some children go down under what 
other children bear easily Some cannot bear the fatigue of 
afternoon work ; with others it is the morning work that tires. 
Some are fatigued by rapid work, others by slow work, and still 
others by the length of the recitation period. 

In view of these facts it is manifestly impossible that the 
school can be exactly fitted to every child. It is my desire 
as a superintendent, it is the desire of the teachers who work 
with the children, to remove every condition of work that will 
unnecessarily produce fatigue; and to suit the length of the 
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periods of work to the strength of the class; to introduce 
periods of change and relief, and, as far as practicable, to con- 
sider the needs of the individual child. In this work we need 
the co-operation of parents. There are often facts regarding 
the nature of the child, that, if known by the teacher, would en- 
able him to adjust the work better. There are often conditions 
in the home, under the control of the parent, that could be ad- 
justed to lessen the liability to fatigue. The cause of fatigue 
is oftenin the home, not in the school; and it is not uncommon 
for a child to come to school who is already in a condition of 
fatigue. Particularly is this true when the child reaches the 
age when home study is necessary. If school hours are such 
that the home work can be done in the afternoon, then the 
wise parent will see that his child has a regular time for study 
each afternoon, and regularly uses it. It should not be such, 
however, as to prevent regular exercise or (much better) play 
out of doors. If the work must be done in the evening, then 
again the wise parent will see that it is done in the early part of 
the evening; not the latter part, when the child should be in bed. 

This suggests the generally recognized fact that school 
work suffers much because some parents permit their children 
to spend their evenings on the street, and more permit them to 
sit up until a late hour. Nearly all serious cases of discipline 
arise from children that are allowed to spend their evenings 
outside of parental supervision. In behalf of the children, I 
appeal to the parents for more thought and care as to how 
their children spend their evenings. 

I wish I could also impress upon the parents the wide dif- 
ference in mental power of different children. Why should we 
be so quick to recognize defective eyesight and defective hear- 
ing, and so slow to recognize defective mental power? We do 
not consider the former defects disgraceful to parent or child, 
but the majority of parents are unwilling to recognize the ex- 
istence of mental defectiveness in their child, as if it were a 
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thing to be ashamed of. It is an unquestionable fact that every 
school contains cases of various degrees of defectivness in men- 
tal power, just as it does defectiveness in eyesight, and the re- 
fusal to recognize the fact often doesinfinite wrong to childhood. 
If the deficiency is small, it should be recognized, and the ad- 
vancement of the child made slower to meet it. If the defect 
is more marked, the child should be removed and given special 
treatment. | 

We are studying from year to year how to suit the school 
work to the needs of these children and at the same time how 
to advance the bright pupils as fast as their ability will permit. 
In advancing the bright ones, we are doing better each year, 
but the slow minds are a harder problem, since parents are firm 
believers in the precept that all children are born with equal 
mental ability. 


SCHOOL’ PHYSICIANS. 


In January the Board appointed two school physicians, 
on a regular salary, to visit the schools systematically, and to 
inspect the buildings and the pupils, and who could be sum- 
moned by telephone by any principal that found a pupil in 
school that showed symptoms of disease. ‘These physicians 
have examined all the pupils in the city in the matter of eye- 
sight, hearing, vaccination, and throat. This examination 
discovered over one hundred cases of defective eyesight and 
fifty or more cases of defective hearing, which were duly report- 
ed to the parents with recommendations to consult a specialist. 
In many cases the action has resulted in improvement,not only 
of the local defect, but of the general physical condition of the 
child. 

While these are, in brief, the results that can be tabulated, 
I believe the appointment of School Physicians is of very great 
benefit to our children in ways that cannot be thus shown. 
By their appointment, each school has the trained eye of a phy- 
sician constantly on the watch to discover and remove any 
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thing that may encourage or spread disease, and the hygienic 
condition of the schools was never so good as it is to-day. 
In case of any symptoms of contagion in any section, these 
physicians visit the school in that section, examine the 
buildings and yards, note the physical condition of the 
children, and take such measures as seem wise to prevent 
any possibility of the disease spreading through association of 
the children. 

If a child comes to school with flushed face, sore throat or 
other physical disturbance that would indicate disease, the 
teacher separates him from the rest, and at once summons the 
physician to pass judgment upon the case, and the rest of the 
class is not exposed, so that no parent need feel anxiety as to 


contagion in school. 


OUR FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY. 


One of the most interesting events of the year was the cel- 
ebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of free 
schools in Plainfield, Governor Daniel Hayes having, on March 
gth, 1848, signed the bill that made it possible for the citizens 
of Plainfield to raise a tax to furnish building and teachers for 
a school free to all, regardless of color, nationality, or religion. 
The anniversary was celebrated by public exercises in the High 
School, the chief feature of which was an address by Mr. O. B. 
Leonard, outlining the history of free education in New Jersey, 
and the development of the Plainfield School System. 

(For a summary of the historical facts of Mr. Leonard’s 
address, see Appendix. ) 


PROMOTIONS. 


How to shorten the time required to pass through the 
grades is a question that is being constantly studied by the 
principals and. by your superintendent. Each year we are 
passing pupils into the High School who have done the nine 
years’ work in eight, or seven, and, occasionally, in six years. 
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From the High School we graduate some pupils that have done 
the four years’ work in three years. Our aim is to give every 
facility for rapid advancement to those pupils that can do 
more than the average without over-working or incurring. 
unsafe nervous strain ; in short, to introduce the greatest flex- 
ibility that is consistent with thorough work. 

In conclusion, I desire to express my appreciation of the 
faithfulness and devotion with which our teachers work. The 
improvement of the course and enlargement of opportunity for 
the pupils, in many cases entails added work for the teachers, 
and success depends upon their faithfulness. 

I wish, also, to express my gratification at the growing ap- 
preciation on the part of the public of the excellent work that 
our schools are doing, and the cordial support that we receive 
from many of the parents. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY M. MAXSON. 
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LISd SOR EE A Gris: 


1897-08. 


Superintendent, HENRY M. MAXSON. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


Beginning 

of Service. 
TRAD Ws RR AV ELL ie eaee ig 1893) ) GA LICH NE AW EEN EV shee 
ELLEN NILES At ce eee 1869. "Sy UVENA Dp ASSeuee cones 
MARY G? CAL DWEUL acpi 4 19957-2020) DLE Re OL Et eee ere 
GEORGE W.SANDFORD....... 1897 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


CARRIE) Ba RUNVONG et ets 18665  ANNACM INAS Oe) eee 
M. ELIZABETH BENEDICT ....1891 LENA TOMLINSON....... 
ALICE Wer LANSING 3s nae 1885. >. FLORA GRIFFIN»... sas 


FRANKLIN SCHOOL. 


NOEL J “BULLOGK e22x772- 1885 EpritH GILBERT..... ce 
ANNA E. MANKTELOW....:... L895). CLARA ST: CHURTON wc 
MABEL WiEMIT CHET wana 1896 MADGE lL. SUTPHEN .... 
JENNIE. DAVIES: Joya. 1895 LOTTIE B. STRONG...... 
BLIZABETED. W PPP wee ee 1897 CAROLINE A. BARBER... 
EMMA} FORCH.Wae sence aoe 1369+" EDU BOND... 20 aw ae 


a 


WASHINGTON SCHOOL. 


M, EF. “HUMPSTON 777 aa oe 1874. MARGARET R. CoRY.... 
ANNA W. BOORAEM.......... 1876 GENEVIEVE LANING.... 
JENNIE OWE Np ee we 1888. M. AGNES BLAIR ....... 


>. LOUISE WGOGT hs. an stains 1878 


Beginning 
of Service. 
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LIST OF TEACHERS.—( Contenued.) 


BRYAN E- SCHOOL, 


Beginning 

of Service. 

EMMA V. SHATTUCK, Prin... .1893 
ICA SER IH NOR BiG. n ce oo). 1897 
MoH We REM UR ooh Reker + 1896 
NBL ELE MAM NY on wd 8 sees 1897 
Fine Nob LEN K Sick: ean: ote tL OOO 
Psst A.-BROWNE soso. 22: 1895 
IRVING 

GENEVIEVE PETRIE, Priz....1888 
BUBANOR TS. WILBER so... 1895 
PN WANN, WATSON, fda) ere ne 1896 
BOENE RECA NSC OL Ties 40 atte, mic) sass 1893 
LOETIC: Woo TILLMAN 2... 1. 5's 1892 
CARRIN: HI RANDALT. oa 205,060 1896 

ne hse 
LINCOLN 

OuitsE! I. BURNETT \ oo. 1895 
PRS VIAL LER chats ees heli scuba ee 1895 
NaNO Ma THOMAS. 82s cs 1896 


MUSIC THACHER. 


CARL HS LenB Wis e's e3). 1896 


Beginning 

of Service. 
BLANCHE A. VOORHEES...... 1897 
CEARAPISCK NOR: ticity chen sict ages 1886 
LOUISH*BS RUNYVON 491. 400008 1891 
CORBA HMOATM USS. mena, Sue. 1891 
PRT ACDN EO (STL BER aii apes: 1896 

SCHOOL. 

POUGIAY NGS WW OOD o's taurine eile 1889 
PL TOR Ag GRE caw ie aca cekaae 1890 
PA TEER LEME Rie metae tate aes 1891 
CHARLOTTE M. BEEKMAN....1893 
GCENEVIEVE MiASCHULE. 3s): 1895 
TWUGe LC BROW Nee sk eet: 1896 
NEARY Me GRISWOLD): 3).0. 5) 1897 
SCHOOL. 
AGNES B. FREEMAN ......... 1897 
SRS cI LEG. ps Aebetey ae 1895 
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BNROLLEMENT OF PUPPIES 


1808. 


= oe i; ES = 
SCHOOL. | GRADE. | BOYS. GIRLS. TOTAL. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


TRA CW. TRAVEL Dye aelen ss pte eine PES atdonn te Wiad tee igen |. Io | 16 
POUL NS POON LS oie rede ee ae by LIOR a conto Poirier atk oS. 
MARY GRACE CALDWELL Gs inka 1 Binds Cis i nar caer | 56 
ALICE MM OWHIPONE Vemma oma | Fourth Classy: | BO aA? | 77 

o%| “i ears 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. | 


CARRIE Bi ARUNVONUG. aot | VEE ce ce P19 2a gee 
M. HLIZABRTH BENEDICT fs. | GIR TES ae ee ean aoege 
ANNA M. Day....... spe Hee ee 4 eoNe ats Caras hho 24 
WENAVLOMLINGON aga oF sepa neta hah Ok ae onde | 19 Rae 8) 35 
ALICH Wi LANSING pee anieo me BO 24 Nn a) fotesicter YU ere, 
FLORA\GRIMPING | ieee arin ee atts lL SEUSS teas 28 Sale 20, 48 


FRANKLIN SCHOOL. 


ANNA E. MANKTELOW........... SOU CHIE EES - tees 15 20° ingens 


JENNIE SDAVING 3 het ae CeoeaT ee ah Dae 20 16 36 
MABEL, WiMitCH it, a) shane @ We ia ge Rename L5 ae 20 4I 
NOEL? J -BURLOCK Uy ron ats ane eae /casier i LO Gk 2 Oar teeete 
EMMA! FORCE (savor canta ane are TOUR Lina ea ae 25 yok 7 ale ee 
CLARA]; CHURTONG heen eee POUT TEL a eek, 27 Gs (2 Ay 
ADITE! GT BIRT tice tire mee Kael cuba Plas por Tear eo 28 26 54 
LOTTIE IB: STRONG Wa oe eee ECON 4 Sabin 20 34 54 
MADGE, Ls SUTPHEN ‘73.0.2 pan LUPE COPA ae 25 21 Tar aaG 
CAROLINE’ A. BARBER 005 haste LOFSha ee Re 24 27 51 
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: SCHOOL. 


MILLICENT E. HUMPSTON 
ANNA W. BOORAEM...... 


RENIN OWENS eee: uth), | 


See OmISE . WOODS mewn 
GENEVIEVE LANING..... 
M. AGNES BLAIR... 


BRYANT SCHOOL. 


ELIZABETH E. MoRE. 
TOATE An (REMER? i. oo 


EMMA V. SHATTUCK, Pri 


PLEPEN?DJENKS! 4 cea oe. 
JESSIE A. BROWNE....... 
Pai kV eA IN Neos sien. 
LARA LICK NOR iia 5/.0tat 
BLANCHE A. VOORHEBS.. 
LOUISE B. RUNYON 
Cora F. CADMUS 

IRVING. SCHOOL. 


@;, epeu.e seis 


ELEANOR T. WILBER.... 
ANNA W. WATSON....... 
GENEVIEVE PETRIE, Prin 
TPDITHO As OCOTT seis te seals 
LOTrtik Wo STILLMANWs:.s 
ASOCTAG ING. WOOD ss \iitse seu 
ALICE A. LEE 
TIAT TIRE EIE MB Rees ee eis 
CARRIE E. RANDALL..... 
PO Le ROWAN pote. 6 
Mary M. GRISWOLD..... 
GENEVIEVE SCHUTE 


Dee) Sees calm 6 el dio « 


WASHINGTON SCHOOL. — 
eh daar 3 ae | 


©. 0) p04 18! -e) 61 e) Je 
@i%e] Kel co. oShie eke 
OVS: tat ale a) 0! Fe 
eye L'a sy ovate ie 
Sele) wuchy, ogee oul 
a) fades se! sey ota) xwrh 


© Sif; 8: e's: ene) 


Se Aero) aioe) oat 
el 6 fea e, 0 8. 4 
a) Ore! et ele “Susi 

| 


ol (ate) erie: o, "og'e | 
A ray ea me 


@' eG 2" ote” pen wine 


“LINCOLN SCHOOL. 


LOUISE H. BURNETT..... 
ATICH MIELERiwws 4 ecko. 
NANCY M. THOMAS...... 
AGNES B. FREEMAN 
SSS EEE: LA ViLS iat 2o eno 


me) win ee ee 


ENROLLMENT OF PUPILS.— 


GRADE. 


Ce ecr ey tM rac 


ROUTH Be bik 
fourth 


WA frame | 


SSAC ORD eters lean Vie 


oe eo oe we 


VROUTTI ors ven 
DPPC INE Ma. MEN 


| Kindergarten . .| 


Rae Laer Pah epe | 


VR ¢ SOR oe | 


25 


(Continued.) 


BOYS. GIRE Sar Lo UAT. 


14 
14 


25 
aT 


44 
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Graduates of the Grammar School, 


1808. 


Nellie Apgar, Gussie L. Long, 
Mabel Bogardus, Fred C. Lounsbury, 
Alice Brick, Kendall Mason, 
Linden W. Bridgeman, Howard Mason, 
Marjorie Burke, Walter Mc Naughton, 
Hollis B. Cubberley, Robert W. Meeker, 
Edith DeLong, Lily D. Merrill, 
Hervey Doane, Alberta Messimer, 
Harold Dollner, Brockholst Muller, 
Jean A. Dunham, Bertha Mitchell, 
Lulu H. Fuller, Edna Moore, 

Henry C. Goeller, May A. Mulford, 

Le Roy Hallock, Harold Nomer, 
Mabel Jenkins, Velma Oakley, 
Charles Are kano: William H. Pope, 
David Kohn, Helen G. Rafferty, 
Stephanie Krom, J. Everett Reighton, 
Emma Larew, Harry Rogers, 
Clarence B. La Rue, Ida ‘Tallamy, 

Evelyn Lock, Marguerite Vandeventer, 


Erwin B. Leland, Violet Van Winkle. 
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Graduates of the High School, 1808. 


LATIN—SCIENTIFIC COURSE. 


Edith Blanche Clark, Lillian Bessie Hunt, 
Carolyn Kampman, Lydie Evodie Loizeaux, 
Marie Agnes McCarthy, Constance Patton, 

Sara Franklin Richards, Elwood Linnell Davis, 


William A. De Long, Jr. 


ENGLISH COURSE. 
Adele Hope Kirby, Clara Goodman Long. 


CLASSICAL: COURSE. 
Arthur William Lederer, Henry Arthur Pearce, 
Ellen Louise Osgood, Henry Wyckoff Brower, 
Rhey Thompson Snodgrass. 


HONOR PUPILS. 
FIRST HONOR. 


Carolyn Kampman, Ellen Louise Osgood, 
Adele Hope Kirby, Henry Arthur Pearce, 
Sara Franklin Richards. 


SECOND HONOR. 


Constance Patton, Elwood Linnell Davis, 
Rhey Thompson Snodgrass. 
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Award of Prizes, 1808. 


ENGLISH COMPOSITION. | 
The Geo. H. Babcock Prize, given by Mrs. Gro. H. BABCOCK. 
First Prize—Lowell’s Works, 12 vols., RUTH P. MAXSON. 
Second Prize—Hudson’s Shakespeare, 12 vols., CORA LIBBEY. 
Honorable Mention—Io1LA Moore and PAULINE DENTON. 


MATHEMATICS. 
The Dr. C. H. Stillman Prize, given by Mrs. C. H. STILLMAN. 
First Prize—$15 in gold, ELLEN LOUISE OSGOOD. 
Second Prize—$io in gold, CAROLYN CAMPMAN. 
Honorable Mention—ELwoop LINNELL DAVIS. 


LANGUAGES. 

Given by MR. F. R. ACKERMAN. 
Greek 
Latin—Vongfellow’s Works, 12 vols., HELEN LOUISE HALL. 
Honorable Mention—FANNIE MAy FISK. 


SPELLING. 
Given by Mr. LEANDER N. LOVELL. 


Bryant’s Iliad and Odyssey, 4 vols., ELLEN LOUISE OSGOOD. 


Prize—Bryant’s Library of Poetry and Song.—LiILy MERRILL 
and HARRY GOELLER, having both obtained 1oo% in the 
examination, a prize is given to each. 

Honorable Mention—MaARJORIE L. BURKE, CLARENCE B. LA RUE, 
EVELYN G. Lock, BERTHA MITCHELL, EDNA Moorg and 
ERWIN LELAND. | 


PENMANSHIP. 


Given by Mr. CHAS. F. ABBOTT. 

Greatest Improvement—Scott’s ‘‘ Bird Studies’’—Van Wyck 
BROOKS. 

Honorable Mention—MarTIN BOWMAN and GROVER CLEVE- 
LAND MARSH. 

Best Writing—2 vols. of English Poets—ETHEL ESTHER CRANE. 

Honorable Mention—MAMIE CONNELLY and JESSIE F. MACLAY. 


UNITED STATES HISTORY. 


Given by OLIN L. JENKINS, M. D. 

Prize—Greene’s History of the English People, 4 vols.—LILy 
MERRILL. 

Honorable Mention—CLARENCE B. LA RuE and HAROLD NOMER. 
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Graduation Exercises of the Class of 1808. 


MUsIC HALL: 


ORDER OF EXERCISES. 


ROE eens PY INIOTC 7 ar ciwes Sie ie eur) 2 als gues. wee el AROMAS: 


CHORUS FROM THE SCHOOLS. 


INO RCH Cra a yee CVCE Uy toidin. eles jean ... Barnby, 
6. ‘‘ The Son of God Goes Forth to War ..... .. Cutler. 
MEMO GA ISL Neate des tee ted panels Ss REv. J. W. RICHARDSON. 
INTERMEZZO— Come sweet Morning?” 20.0 0.660. 2. Krefert. 


SALUTATORY and RECITATION—‘‘ The Influence of Home Life’’’ 
ELLEN LouIsEeE OsGoop.* 


OM MYST? DRG Ce) OTe Reni eta (oe, BU cate ier a Furst. 
EMIS RTCO Mm in moe aren ious, HAMILTON W. Masisz, LL.D. 
DELECTION—‘*.Highwayman ”............... -....De Koven. 


CHORUS FROM THE SCHOOLS. 


Pao Where are: Ou. Going AOR UE Gan eennm re Caldicott. 
HORE ADD VEN lel iar ee se os ihd'a a cba vleee ice Veazie. 
fo ene-Owl and *the:Pussy Cattle . oe. Ingraham. 


PRESENTATION OF REWARDS. 
MR. LEANDER N. LOVELL. 


For English Composition ( The late George H. Babcock Prize), 

Offered by Mrs. G. H. BABCOCK. 
For Mathematics ( Zhe late Dr. C. H. Stillman Prize), 

Offered by Mrs. C. H. STILLMAN. 
For United States History, Offered by Onin L. JENKINS, M.D. 
HGia CLM wt tla), 0m « Offered by Mr. LEANDER N. LOVELL. 
Hop Penmanship. 2. 2. Offered by Mr. CuHas. F. ABBOTT. 
Momlaneugceses.. inte, Offered by Mr. EH. R. ACKERMAN. 
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GRADUATION EXERCISES.—( Conienued.) 


MINUET LG On oe oe een ete eee eens Paderewskt. 

ORATION and VALEDICTORY—‘‘ What Is Worth While,’’ 
HENRY ARTHUR PEARCE.* 

SONG—From |) Serenade: fei, a oe ee ee Herbert 


PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS, 
By the President of the Board of Education, 
J.B: PROBASCO,(M?_D: 


‘ORHCHSSIONAL = GRudyatd) Kiplinger a.m nna De Koven. 


CHORUS FROM THE SCHOOLS. 


‘SPARS ANDESTRIPHS? 7, Bical ery a nee ees Sousa. 


* Of equal rank, chosen by the Class. 
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APPENDIX. 


HISTORICAL SKETCH 


Origin and Organization 
PLAINFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOL, 


OmMveRr bo RONARD. 


eg aD had no independent political identity prior to 1847. 

Previously it was only a part of Westfield Township. On the 
4th of February of that year the Legislature created the Township of 
Plainfield, to be in force on and after April 5, 1847. 

On the outskirts of this territory, with a population of 1250, were 
two small district school houses, located in what was known as the 
‘‘Jackson district’? on the east, and ‘‘ Samptown district ’’ on the south. 

In the heart of the village there had been no district school house. 
Children attended private schools or none at all. At the first township 
election on Monday, April 5, 1847, among the officers duly chosen was 
Cnarles H. Stillman, town superintendent of public schools, an office just 
made elective by the law of April17, 1846. Immediately, Plainfield Town- 
ship was set off into one convenient school district. The two small 
districts just referred to (being Nos. 8 and 9 of Westfield) were com- 
bined into District No. 1, of Plainfield. | 

The first Board of Trustees of the new school district was elected 
Monday evening, May 24, 1847, being eight in number, one from each of 


te hreligious societies then existing in the town. It will be of interest 
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to record their names: William P. Williamson, First Baptist Church ; 
William Sutton, Second Baptist; William Dunn, Seventh-Day Baptist ; 
Robert Anderson, First Presbyterian ; Caleb Freeman, Second Presby- 
terian ; John Harris, Methodist; Jesse Vail, Quakers (Hicksite), and 


Zachariah Webster, Friends Meeting (Orthodox). 


It was the united voice of this first public meeting of the inhabitants 
of School District No. 1, that immediate effort should be made to estab- 
lish, as quickly as possible, an efficient public school for the children of 
the town. ‘To this end the trustees were directed to provide two suitable 
places for holding the school and employ competent teachers. No time 
was wasted in this work during the spring and summer months of 1847. 
One school was located on present West Front St., about No. 430, ina 
hatter shop, fitted up for the purpose. Another school was provided for, 
at present No. 186 East Front street, in a cabinet shop. Here in these 
improvised school-rooms, with temporary teachers for the first few months, 
the trustees started the preliminary school machinery Monday, August 


LO OA 7: 


As yet only $30,000 was furnished by the State for the benefit of its 
public schools. In the Conimonwealth there were 1,479 School Districts, 
and 102,412 children of school age in 1847. Plainfield’s apportionment 
out of this was something less than $300, and the town could legally raise 


by tax only about $300 more. 


To meet the deficiency for the time being, the trustees decided in 
the fall of ’47 to levy a tax of one dollar per quarter for each scholar in 
attendance, whose parents were able to pay the assessment. This was 
acquiesced in by the property-holders. Even this afforded very meagre 
school facilities, and the citizens were not contented with the accommo- 


dations. 


A general meeting of the inhabitants, on Tuesday evening, February 
8, 1848, decided that additional powers should be granted the Board of 
Trustees by law. It was agreed that an application should be made tothe 
Legislature for the passage of an act authorizing the citizens, at the next 
annual township meeting, to vote to raise by tax such sum of money as 
inay be sufficient to defray the expenses of erecting a public school build- 
ing. 

A petition was at once drawn up and circulated that week among the 


people for their signatures, embodying the request agreed upon. The 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 33 


important document was given to our Representative in the Assembly, 
Honorable Elston Marsh, a fellow-townsman, and the following year a 
member of the School Board of Plainfield. With what success he attend- 
ed to the procurement of necessary legislation succeeding events clearly 
showed. The following extracts from the official printed proceedings of 
the House of Assembly during its 72nd session, will give the detailed 
process by which the citizens’ application became a realized legal enact- 


ment. 


Referring to the Assembly Minutes under date of February 16, 1848, 
the following information is obtained: ‘‘ Mr. Elston Marsh presented a 
petition from the inhabitants of the Township of Plainfield for the pas- 
sage of a law incorporating the Trustees of School District, No. 1, and to 
authorize the inhabitants to raise money for the purchase of a lot or lots 
and to erect suitable buildings for the accominodation of public schools, 
and to borrow money and secure same by mortgage upon said build- 
ings.’’ 

‘‘The petition was referred to the Committee on Education who re- 
ported on the bill the next day by its title modified.”’ 

‘“‘Ordered to a second reading which was given February 22nd, and 
with afew amendments agreed upon, and directed to be engrossed and 
have a third reading.’’ 

The bill was read February 23rd the third time upon the report of the 
Engrossing Committee and adopted by 47 affirmative votes to only 4 

voting against it. 

‘‘On motion it was ordered that the Speaker of the House sign the 
bill and the Senate be informed of its passage, and their concurrence re- 
quested.”’ 

_ Turning to the Journal of the Senate of March 7, 1848, this minute is 
recorded: 

‘<The Senate passed the bill from the House of Assembly entitled, 


‘An act to incorporate the trustees of school district num- 
ber one, in the township of Plainfield, in the county of Essex, 
and to authorize the inhabitants to raise money to build 
schoolhouses,’’ 


severally, with sundry amendments in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested.”’ 


The chief alteration consisted in striking out from the descriptive 
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title the words at the beginning ‘‘¢/o incorporate the trustees,’ also the 
words at the close ‘‘ and for the support of the public schools.” 

To the changes made by the Senate, the House agreed and the docu- 
ment was read a second time, ordered re-engrossed and put upon its third 
and final reading, and unanimously adopted. 

‘‘Wednesday evening, March 8, the committee on passed-bills re- 
ported the Plainfield School bill submitted to the Governor for his 
approval.’’ 

Thursday, March 9, 1848, Gov. Daniel Haines approved and signed 
the bill entitled, 


‘* An act to authorize the inhabitants of the school district 
number one, in the township of Plainfield, in the county of 
Essex, to raise money to build school-houses.”’ 


The principal features of the bill as drawn up at first were main- 
tained intact. A few desirable privileges, originally included, were 
eliminated, but subsequently secured by later legislation. The chief ob- 
ject was accomplished, in the authority ‘‘ to raise money to build school 
houses.”’ 

Plainfield, among the townships, had taken the initiative in this im- 
portant movement. Only one other township in the State, Nottingham, 
adjoining Trenton, was enjoying, at this early period, the desirable ad- 
vantage of a school building provided for by the taxation of its property 
owners. The cities of Newark, Jersey City and Paterson had peculiar 
privileges of this kind, not to be expected in rural settlements. With 
these exceptions Plainfield took the lead in building a first-class school 
house for the town children and in furnishing to them, free of expense, 
a good elementary education without regard to nationality, color or re- 
ligion. 

From that memorable day of March 9, 1848, the Plainfield Public 
School has afforded educational advantages free alike to all children of 
school age within the corporation limits, which was nearly a quarter of a 
century earlier than the State public schools were required by law to be 
free. 

The result of the winter campaign at Trenton was given in detail at a 
general meeting of the inhabitants of Plainfield, held April 3, 1848. At 
the same time, besides the transaction of other business, the citizens 
agreed to be taxed $1,200 for school purposes. 


During the summer of 1848 a site was purchased for a school house, 
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at the corner of present West Fourth street and Arlington avenue, and the 
first public school building in Plainfield erected thereon during the year. 
The size of the frame house was 30 ft. by 50 ft., two stories and a base- 
ment. The cost, including furniture, was $3,606.41, completed and fur- 
nished early in November, 1848. The school opened therein just before 
Thanksgiving Day with the following officers : 

Township Sup’t. Chas. H. Stillman. School Trustees: Robert An- 
derson, David Coddington, Joel Dunn, William Dunn, Jacob Manning, 
Henry A. H. Martin, Wiiliam Sutton, Jesse Vail and Zachariah Webster. 
_ The principal of the school was Mr. George H. Mann, from Union Col- 
lege, who taught the adult boys. Miss Sarali Morse was chosen to pre- 
side over the female department. Miss La Due was employed to look 
after the primary scholars. 

The whole number of children in the district of school age was 489 
and the average attendance was 203 in the three departments. 

While the many property holders were at that time and are still the 
main source of financial support to our Common Schools, the leaders and 
moving spirits inthis early achievement were two of our highly esteemed 
citizens, Dr. Charles H. Stillman and Hon. Elston Marsh. They were 
the chief and principal causes of half a century ago that originated tke 

‘movement and started a systematic course of instruction in this town, 
which has grown and developed since into one of the best public school 
systems in our Commonwealth. 

Doctor Stillman moved to Plainfield, N. J.,in 1842, settling here asa 
practising physician. He had graduated from Union College, N. Y., in 
the class of 1835, being one of its youngest members, not quite nineteen 
years of age. Two years previous to his settlement in our town, he fin- 
ished his medical studies in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
New York City. At the time he made his permanent home in Plainfield 
he was twenty-five years old. 

In the central and eastern part of the Empire State, a great agitation 
on the free public school question had been going on for a decade before 
and subsequent to Dr. Stillman’s graduation day. Union College, his 
Alma Mater, was in the very midst of the contest, and its worthy presi- 
dent, Dr. Eliphalet Nott, was one of the warmest advocates of the new 
movement. The final result of this important campaign had not yet 
been reached when the young physician started on his professional career 


ta his new homeon West Front street, in our village. His mind had be- 
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come imbued with the correctness of a free school system and the great 
necessity of establishing such a benefit for his fellow citizens. Single- 
handed and alone the new project could not be consummated. It was nec- 
essary to have the influence, encouragement and financial support of others, 
who for years past had conimanded the confidence and favor of the residents. 

The Doctor found an ardent co-worker in a young man only two 
years his senior, one who appreciated the far-reaching beneficence of the 
common school upon the rising generations, and was ready to give the 
proposed movement his hearty sympathy and liberal support. This man 
was Hon, Elston Marsh, a citizen of the place from his boyhood and 
thoroughly acquainted with all the peculiarities of the town’s people. 
He was identified with the business activities of Plainfield, and himself 
engaged in successful mercantile pursuits, and took a prominent interest 
in the welfare of all the civil, political and religious affairs of the village. 
He was a man of self-culture, of self-control and of predominant moral 
principle, and enjoyed the respect and confidence of every one. At this 
very time, as previously stated, he was a member of the New Jersey Leg- 
islature, being in the General Assembly, a Representative from the 
county of Essex. To him was committed the delicate and arduous duty 
of presenting to the attention of the law-makers of the Commonwealth 
this most important public question for Plainfield. The school bill in- 
volved consequences of an untried nature, and if adopted commiitted the 
vegislature to measures not yet fully developed. 

For the realization of such a beneficent institution as our Public 
School in the early days of our village life, all honor to the memory of 
these two men, Charles H. Stillman and Elston Marsh. The former, by 
his far-reaching mind and advanced ideas of elementary education for 
the masses, became the founder of one of the first free public schools in 
New Jersey. The latter, as an active and discreet legislator, introduced 
the school bill in the Assembly, and by wise management and persistent 
argument, overcame all opposition and successfully engineered the 
measure to a final adoption. 

If there is any ‘‘royal road to knowledge,”’ it is that provided by 
the Sovereign People through the Public Schools. Once, and not re- 
motely far away, education was the privilege of the few, now it is within 
the possession of the many. ‘The Common School stands at the threshold 


of society and gives all children of school age an even chance in the ac- 
quisition of knowledge. 


